作者 TAIJING WU譯者 Claire Lai 賴美君
Warning issued on major dust storm in Taiwan
A major dust storm is expected to hit Taiwan today and cause a major deterioration in the air quality throughout the island, the Environmental Protection Administration warned yesterday.
The EPA urged elderly and young children not to overly expose themselves outside because of the poor air quality.
The dust storm began forming in Inner Mongolia last Friday and has reduced visibility in some parts of China to nearly zero.
At that time, a high pressure system was moving eastward, and influenced only Korea and Japan. But in the past two days, it changed course and began moving in Taiwan’s direction.
The storm is said to be following the path of a high pressure system to the south, and should influence Taiwan’s air quality around midday today.
The EPA spokesman said that this will be Taiwan’s fourth and strongest dust storm this year. It is expected to leave twice as much dust in the air as normal, which could cause cardiovascular problems, asthma and other respiratory ailments.
The EPA said that dust storms often hit Taiwan between March and May. The most serious storm on record occurred dust in the air was 100 times the norm.
