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Songkran Festival celebrated in Taipei
Adults and children celebrated the “Songkran Festival” at the Sungshan elementary school in Taipei yesterday as water was splashed and squirted into the air to symbolize washing away bad luck.
Officials, city councilors and new immigrants were among those who got soaked during a water fight to celebrate the festival, which originated in Thailand. Water trucks joined the celebration by shooting streams of water into the air.
Food stands provided the crowd with a place to take a breather while kids and adults, in raincoats or not, enjoyed the festival held by the Taipei City Government yesterday.
The “Kongkran Festival,” also known as the “Water Festival,” is part of Thailand’s three-day traditional new year celebration beginning April 13.
During the festival, Thai people show their respect to their elders by pouring scented water onto their hands, before the elders wish the youngsters good luck and prosperity in return.

Since many countries including Thailand and Cambodia celebrate the festival every year, officials invited new immigrant from Southeast Asian countries to the event and described it as a “meaningful activity.
