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Premier orders officials not to visit Japan shrine
Premier Frank Hsieh has demanded that all administration officials refrain from making pilgrimages to a controversial Japanese shrine dedicated to 2.5 million war dead, including several convicted war criminals, an official said yesterday.
Cabinet spokesman Cho Jung-tai quoted Hsieh as having given the directive at a weekly Cabinet meeting.
Hsieh’s directive came after Taiwan Solidarity Union Chairman Su Chin-chiang’s visit to the Yasukuni Shrine in central Tokyo Monday sparked controversy in local society.
“The crux of the issue was not whether the visit was legal or illegal. It is a political issue that requires individual political parties to make a correct judgment,” Hsieh was quoted as saying.
At a time when the government is wholeheartedly pursuing peace and stability across the Taiwan Strait, Hsieh said all administration officials should keep in mind the sins of war and all the sufferings it could bring to the people.
“We should staunchly oppose war and all sorts of non-peaceful actions,” Hsieh said.
Su is one of only a few senior Asian political figures ever to visit the Yasukuni Shrine. In addition to honoring Japanese war dead and civilians who died in fighting, the shrine also lists the names of 28,000-plus Taiwanese and 21,000 Korean soldiers, most of whom were forced into military service under Japan’s colonial rule.
