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Chen mulls logistics of funeral trip
After having expressed his wish to pay tribute to Pope John Paul II’s moral authority President Chen Shui-bian is currently considering becoming the first incumbent president to attend a papal funeral by leading a Taiwan delegation to the Vatican City.
As there is no airport in the Vatican, the Taiwan delegation would be required to transit through Italy which has no diplomatic ties with Taiwan, governmental officials noted yesterday.
The president on Monday received an invitation via Ambrose Madtha, head of the Holy See’s Taiwan embassy, to attend the funeral of the late pontiff, who will be laid to rest in St. Peter’s Basilica on April 8.
Taiwan is dealing with the Italian government on the matter of the transit stop, the government officials said, adding that there was a possibility that the Italian government would bow to pressure from China and deny permission for Chen to land there.
This is a critical factor in the president decision to visit Taiwan’s only formal diplomatic ally in Europe.
In light of a possible break in Taiwan bilateral ties with the Vatican in the future, a personal visit by Chen is necessary but the feasibility remains under discussion, Institute for National Policy Research Executive Director Lo Chih-cheng told the Taiwan News.
