作者 TALJING WU譯者 Claire Lai 賴美君
Ma Ying-jeou launches bid for KMT chairmanship
The Taipei City Mayor Ma Ying-jeou officially announced his candidacy for chairmanship of the Kuomintang yesterday, and expressed his determination to win the 2008 presidential election for the party.
In the competition to head the KMT, Ma will face stiff competition from Wang Jin-pyng, the acting legislative speaker, who has powerful political resources.
KMT chairman Lien Chan hasn’t officially announced his resignation yet. 
Ma, publicizing his reasons for throwing his hat in the ring, said, “The KMT comprises diversity and comprehensiveness in itself. This is why I present my candidacy. Am I doing this for its glory and pride? Not at all!”
Ma said that the priority of the KMT would be to deal with the thorny problem of its party assets, party employee layoffs and its past “black and gold” image.
As one of the few politicians in Taiwan who has not been involved in a corruption scandal Ma enjoys a good public image.
Answering speculation that the KMT may divide after the chairmanship election, Ma said, “The KMT will not be disrupted by the elections because both Wang Jin-pyng and I have benefited from KMT breeding.”
He also emphasized the importance of having new blood in the party.
