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Chen makes Time's list of top leaders
Along with terrorist leader Abu Musab al Zarqawi, Nobel laureate Nelson Mandela and Chinese president Hu Jintao, President Chen Shui-bian has ascended to the pantheon of the world’s 100 most influential people, according to the United States weekly magazine Time.
Time’s annual list of 100 honorees includes President Chen Shui-bian among the group off 22 leaders and revolutionaries with the clout and power to change the world.
The Office of the President welcomed Chen’s inclusion alongside U.S. President George W. Bush, former U.S. President Bill Clinton and North Korean leader Kim Jong Il.

In his article introducing Chen, Time reporter Michael Elliott describes the president as a man whose “excessive rhetoric” on splittism at times riles Beijing, but the potential of his peace overtures that demonstrated in his recent efforts for reconciliation across the Taiwan Strait remain crucial for regional security. 
Elliot wrote, although Chen summoned a million people onto the streets on March 26 to protest against China’s anti-secession law, people should not rule out the possibility that he may make a deal with Beijing.
According to Elliot’s report, Chen’s legacy “symbolizes Taiwan’s transition from Chiang Kai-shek’s dictatorship to democracy and from a situation in which political power was dominated by refugees from the mainland (China) to one in which native Taiwanese like himself lead the nation.”
As the Taiwan Strait is sometimes viewed as the most dangerous place in the world, Elliott said, Chen can expect more tense times ahead.
Beijing regards Taiwan as a “renegade province” and has said it is willing to use force if necessary to prevent the island from moving towards independence.
The U.S., for its part, has pledged to defend Taiwan if the island is attacked without provocation.
But China’s leaders still call Chen a “splittist,” and see him as determined to break Taiwan away from the mainland for good.
Elliot depicts Chen’s rhetoric as excessive even for Taiwan’s boisterous democracy.
