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DOH caves in to demand for Lorenzo's Oil
Taiwan’s Department of Health will continue supplying Lorenzo’s Oil for free to three brothers suffering from ALD after their doctors in the United States confirmed that use of the oil would not conflict with their current course of treatment.
“The DOH never rejected the Chang family’s request for more Lorenzo’s Oil,” explained Lin Shio-jean, director of the Bureau of Health Promotion under the DOH. “We just didn’t want to jump to a decision over the request (last week) when the DOH has no idea about the American doctors’ thinking or their prescriptions,” she said, contradicting reports that the DOH had refused the family’s request.
 Now that doctors attending a press conference in the U.S. expressed their support for the brothers to take the oil, the DOH would to provide it for free, Lin promised.
The request for the oil made by the boys’ father, Chang Ming-hui, sparked controversy.
The Changs raised more than NT$70 million in charitable donations before taking their sons to the United States for treatment that was to include bone marrow transplant surgery.
But the family was unwilling to pay the NT$4,500 a bottle of oil costs in Taiwan when the brothers’ original prescription ran out. It insisted instead that the DOH should provide it for free under the Taiwan’s National Health Insurance scheme, even if the boys were being treated in a foreign country.
Having decided to provide the oil, the health bureau is now studying how to get it to the Chang family in the United States. Lin said the bureau would make every effort to help the Chang family obtain Lorenzo’s Oil in the U.S. directly, instead of sending it to them from Taiwan.
Noting that they are insured under the National Health Insurance program, Chang said his family was fighting to enjoy the same benefits as any other person covered by the plan. He argued that the more than NT$70 million received in donations was not relevant to the dispute. 
Many people on local Internet bulletin boards and some members of the community disagreed with Chang’s stance, saying the massive donations had already given the family a major advantage over other families of ALD sufferers, many of whom are facing severe financial hardships as they seek treatment for their loved ones.
