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Doctors encourage regular checks to reduce risk of breast cancer
Forty-three percent of women questioned in a survey said they do not have regular examinations for breast cancer because they are confident that they would not develop the disease, a specialist physician revealed yesterday.
Sixty percent of the respondents, aged between 25 and 50, expressed the opinion that breast cancer was irrelevant to their own health, though they comprehended the fact that the number of Taiwanese women who develop breast cancer each year is increasing and that more people have died from the illness in recent years, said Chang King-jen, a professor of surgery at the National Taiwan University’s college of medicine.
In the survey, conducted jointly by the Foundation of Breast Cancer Prevention Treatment and a private company, the women cited a lack of time and a lack of family history of the illness as the two other major reasons for not having regular breast examinations, Chang told a news conference yesterday.
He however noted that “during the period of extensive media reporting on the death of Lin Shu-ru, wife of Taiwan’s richest tycoon Terry Gou, from breast cancer earlier this month, the number of women seeking breast examinations increased 1.5 times.” However, as the story faded from the headlines, the fervor abated in the last two weeks, he said.

A renowned breast cancer surgeon, Chang encouraged Taiwanese women to have regular breast examinations, as doctors have discovered that breast cancer cells metastasize to other organs more easily than other types of tumor cells.
