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Premier condemns airport violence as Lien begins China trip
TAIPEI, April 27 – Premier Frank Hsieh condemned the violence at CKS International Airport that broke out as Kuomintang (KMT) Chairman Lien Chan left for China for a week-long visit. 

The premier condemned the outbursts of “irrational and violent” behavior, saying that any party, irrespective of its stance, will be dealt with equally by the law. 
Law enforcement, made up of soldiers doing alternative military service, tried in vain to separate frequent but brief clashes between protestors mobilized by the Taiwan Solidarity Union (TSU) and supporters of the New Party and other opposition alliance members at the departure lobby.
During the fracas, DPP Legislator Wang Shih-chien jumped onto a passenger advisory counter and shouted that Lien was “a traitor to Taiwan” to cheering protestors, while New Party supporters lambasted aviation police for allowing Wang to enter the off-limits area. 
Chen Chien-ming, TSU secretary-general, took the New Party to task for deliberately creating disturbances by attacking TSU supporters. Chen added that it was quite clear that a number of mobsters were there to foment trouble under the banner of the “pan-blue” supporters. 
