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Taiwan allies submit proposal to WHO on Taiwan's WHA bid
 GENEVA, May 11 – Two of Taiwan’s diplomatic allies have submitted a proposal to the World Health Organization (WHO) secretariat asking the organization to invite Taiwan to participate in the upcoming World Health Assembly (WHA) as an observer, sources said. 
The WHA, the highest decision-making body of the WHO, is scheduled to hold its annual meeting from May 16-25 in Geneva, Switzerland.
The proposal, put forth by Sao Tome and Principe and Belize, is expected to be raised for discussion when the WHA’s General Committee meets May 16 to set the agenda of the assembly. 
Taiwan has made similar bids the last eight consecutive years through the assistance of its diplomatic allies, but the issue of Taiwan’s participation has been blocked by the General Committee on each occasion and has never been included in the assembly’s agenda.
According to Ministry of Foreign Affairs officials, Taiwan has proposed taking part in the WHA as an observer under the designation of “Taiwan health entity,” “Taiwan health authorities” or “the health territory of Taiwan, Penghu, Kinmen and Matsu.”
