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Over 50,000 protest China's anti-secession legislation
TAIPEI, March 7 – More than 50,000 protesters marched in Kaohsiung and thousands gathered in Taipei, denouncing China’s planned anti-secession law and vowing to fight what they claim is Beijing’s attempt to force this self-ruled, democratic island to unify with the mainland. 

Former Taiwanese President Lee Teng-hui, a strong supporter of formal independence for the island, told protesters the proposed Chinese law is unjustified since Taiwan is not a part of China.

“They use anti-secession as an excuse to try to swallow up Taiwan,” Lee said. “You have a choice between becoming masters of your own democratic country, or being enslaved by the communist country.”
In Taipei, Premier Frank Hsieh said China was trying to present relations with Taiwan as a domestic problem to the world. But a recent agreement between Japan and the U.S. citing peace in the Taiwan Strait as a mutual security concern revealed a “large breakthrough” in international perceptions, Hsieh said. 

