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Chiang inciting trouble, has no power, gov't says
TAIPEI, April 1 – Government officials slammed an agreement reached between opposition leader P.K. Chiang and Chinese Communist officials, saying the Kuomintang vice chairman had no power to make policy and was only inciting trouble.

Chiang met with officials from the Communist Party’s Taiwan office in Beijing. The two sides said they agreed on 10 proposals to expand travel, trade and commercial ties.
President Chen Shui-bian branded the opposition Kuomintang’s 34-member peace-seeking delegation across the strait as an “anachronistic” attempt putting partisan interests above the nation.
“A country can only progress by moving ahead, not by backpedaling 60, 70 or 80 years,” he said. “Believe in the people and ‘Taiwan first’ will be the correct option,” he said.
President Chen said that the Chinese Communist Party still keeps a firm grip on the government and the military, but Taiwan is a democracy, and no one should put the party above the nation.
Only with a unified Taiwan will cross-strait relations be stable, the president stressed.
