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Self-awareness and self-respect as a people and an electorate
The self-determination of peoples is the most fundamental human right. Coming straight to the point, Article 1 of the Charter of the United Nations (U.N.) clearly establishes as the body’s mission “to develop friendly relations among nations based on respect for the principle of equal rights and self-determination of people.” The idea was to protect fundamental human rights through the U.N. organization. When exercising the right of self-determination, people need to have a certain subjective consciousness and democratic sophistication. Having been ruled by alien regimes for centuries, Taiwan’s people were deprived of the opportunity to cultivate such a consciousness and sophistication. Therefore, what the new rulers should do now is to awaken the self-awareness and self-respect of the people and the electorate. 
Throughout history, Taiwan was occupied and ruled by alien regimes such as the Netherlands, Ming Dynasty loyalists, the Qing Dynasty, Japan, and the Kuomintang. The fate of Taiwan’s people has been quite pathetic during the most recent 100 years under Japanese and KMT rule. Except for the indigenous peoples, the lion’s share of Taiwan’s people hail from the Chinese mainland. They left their homes for Taiwan either to escape poverty or to escape persecution. In fact they were all looking for a place where they could live freely and autonomously. Only a small minority came to Taiwan after being chased away by the Chinese Communists for being corrupt. 
When the Japanese rulers landed in Taiwan, a lot of native people rose in resistance, but quite a number of “outstanding people” who understood the times, knew how to ingratiate themselves to the new rulers and reap benefits from it. When the KMT had just arrived in Taiwan, Taiwan’s people enthusiastically welcomed them in an embrace of the motherland. They only began to resist the KMT after they had gotten a taste of the White Terror, but equally quite a number of “outstanding people” flattered the new rulers, gaining rights and privileges. 
In order to wipe out resistance, the Japanese government used all kinds of incentives to entice Taiwan’s people into becoming loyal subjects of the Japanese Emperor. The KMT used penalties to push Greater China thinking in an attempt to assimilate Taiwan’s people and to use them to retake the mainland that they had lost in the civil war. Fifty years represent the lives and brains of two generations. Even people with a strong will found it difficult to withstand the intimidation and temptations coming from those in power. As a result, no matter whether under the Japanese or KMT government, fifty years of indoctrination have virtually completely buried the Taiwan people’s subjective consciousness. This is precisely the biggest difficulty that we encounter in promoting democratic politics. It is also the reason why the older generation, which received a Japanese education, and today’s keepers of KMT orthodoxy continue to clash with each other. 
There are not many left of the old, pro-Japanese generation. Moreover, they have already cultivated a certain measure of Taiwanese consciousness due to their resistance to KMT suppression. But the surviving officials of the Chiang clan in their hearts still harbor a sense of Chinese superiority. Unfortunately a lot of Taiwanese intellectuals who were raised by the KMT are also unable to shake off the fetters of this longtime indoctrination. These people have become the main force of the pro-china faction and the guardians of “Greater Chinaism.” Some Taiwanese people have also cultivated a frontier mentality, and are used to obeying the central government and satisfied to serve as a second-class frontier citizen. This means that at least half of Taiwan’s people do not yet have sufficient democratic sophistication and local consciousness to exert their right to self-determination. 
Awaking the people’s self-awareness and self-respect 
At the present stage, the new government’s most important task is to convince people by reasoning and gradually awaken the people’s self-awareness and self-respect. Although Taiwan says it has already entered the era of freedom and democracy, most people still lack democratic sophistication. Moreover, for a long time the political arena has been flooded with disheartening verbal violence in the name of democracy. Crude language, originally used by the social lower class for mutual intimidation, has now, however, become the language for questioning sessions in the sacred halls of our parliament. Government officials must not only banter with legislators over the promotion of certain policies or clash with legislators over their personal or party interests, they will have to endure verbal violence and insults from them. Sometimes government officials cannot bear these insults. If they loose control and return a few sentences of crude language, they are forced to quit their posts. 
Such violence and clashes often become the media’s focal point. Also since the media thirst for blood, legislators never get tired of grandstanding even more. Regrettably the media exposure of such lawmakers is high and in each election they are all able to win reelection with a super high vote count, while the respectful legislators find it very difficult to get reelected. In elections for local officials and people’s representatives the situation is more or less the same. A lot of the popularly elected officials and representatives are political parties’ vote captains and local strongmen, who consider politics a means for making money. Their specialty is to buy votes as an investment and serve their party. Subsequently they use collusion between government and business to control public projects and financial enterprises to make black money. Quite a number of people also use peoples’ religious beliefs to make money from “religious companies.”
With generation after generation of bad legislators, bad officials, and confused voters, chaotic politics will recur forever. Nonetheless voters remain dazzled, not knowing that the political disorder is a disaster caused by their turning a blind eye to the situation and their pursuit of petty material gains. Voters must acknowledge that a democratic country has legislators and officials that its electorate deserves, the government and state that its voters deserve. The voters are the masters of the country and the rulers over the nation’s future. They are, of course, also responsible for the fate of the country. If voters have neither self-awareness nor self-respect, Taiwan’s democratic politics will be as dark as a lightless night, no matter how the election system and number of seats in the legislature are improved and changed. 
