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Don't let constitutional amendments become a children's game
Candidate registration has been completed for the first and probably last election in Taiwan’s history of a “Constitution-amending National Assembly.” A total of 12 political parties or election alliances have filed 688 candidates who are preparing to run for the 300 National Assembly seats. But as the (May 14) election draws near, the National Assembly, which was originally meant to simply exercise the function of “ratifying” (several constitutional amendments), is running into serious “procedural” obstacles. There are even uncertainties as to whether the National Assembly will be able to substantively complete the constitutional amendments. We can only be amazed and incredulous at the ability of Taiwan’s political figures to renege on their promises and the difficulties that political reforms have encountered. 
Let’s first talk about the procedural “legislative laziness.” The National Assembly election is scheduled for May 14. But the “Law Governing the National Assembly’s Exercise of Power,” which pertains to the National Assembly’s core functions, is still held up in Legislative Yuan committees. We might actually see the National Assembly be elected with the strange phenomenon that it lacks a legal base for exercising its powers. The ruling and opposition parties do not care at all and are not willing to make an all-out effort to push the legislative process. We cannot help but suspect that there is a “secret deal” to let the constitutional amendments fail without taking action. Should this truly be the case, then why waste taxpayers’ money to hold a virtually meaningless election? Some people say the Legislative Yuan only needs to adopt the “Law Governing the National Assembly’s Exercise of Power” before June 1, then we can find a way out. But the problem is that once the National Assembly election results have come out, the share of those approving and opposing (the constitutional amendments) has already been decided. Deciding the rules of the game only then would severely violate the most basic principle of “procedural justice.” Therefore, we appeal to the Central Election Commission to call off the National Assembly election if the Legislative Yuan has not yet passed the “Law Governing the National Assembly’s Exercise of Power” or if it appears the bill will not be finalized on time because it is stuck in negotiations between parties. This should be done as soon as possible before preparatory work for the National Assembly election starts. That way, Taiwan can avoid having the elected National Assembly delegates take their seats and draw high salaries, but then have “no powers that they can exercise,” and then “automatically dissolve” the National Assembly after doing nothing for a month. That would be a big joke in constitutional history. 
Next comes the question whether the substantial “ratification of constitutional amendments” can succeed. In August last year, the Legislative Yuan unanimously passed a package of constitutional amendments, which clearly was the result of compromises made by the political parties due to popular pressure. Public opinion at the time gave all political parties the thumbs up. At the very least, not a single party drew negative attacks in the legislative elections at the end of last year for “resisting reforms.” Not much later, the Taiwan Solidarity Union, the People First Party, and the Non-Partisan Solidarity Union (of independent lawmakers) completely reversed their stances, plainly stating with their votes that they “oppose” their own decision. This not only cast doubt on the political parties’ “trustworthiness” as such, but may have also convince Taiwan’s people to no longer trust that democratic politics could be conducted in an effective manner. If public decisions made by political parties can be overturned, doesn’t this amount to making a “fool” of the entire population, which is willing to let politicians play tricks. The politicians seem to think that if worst comes to worst, they will come out, bow, and apologize a bit, and their cheating will be forgiven. In fact, if we make an assessment based on Taiwan’s current political environment, the TSU, the PFP and the NPSU still have certain room for survival even under a single-member district, two vote election system. But the shortsightedness that they displayed this time severely eroded their democratic base. No matter how much more explaining is done, it will not be able to wipe off the shadows of the parties’ overt “breach of trust,” which, in the long term, will also harm the development of these political parties. This is truly very unwise. 
On Taiwan’s bumpy road to democratic reforms, a lot of people who are quite disappointed about the current state of the Legislature were initially inspired by the prospect of reforms. They sincerely anticipated that the new system would be able to markedly upgrade the quality of the Legislature. Now, however, it appears that their hopes have again hit rock bottom, and it’s not known when we will finally be able to truly make a step forward. If this round of constitutional reforms fails, it will symbolize an utter collapse of reform momentum. Everything would return to the stating point – the Legislature being elected according to the old election system with political parties allocating votes and candidates appealing to extremist or special interest constituencies – which would be difficult for us to accept. Of course, assuming that the National Assembly election is held as scheduled on May 14, all voters can still express their collective will by focusing their votes on political parties which “approve” the constitutional amendment bills, thus preventing the nightmare of the constitutional amendments failing from coming true. We appeal to all people to clearly recognize this menacing situation and to unleash the power of “public referendums” in order to do their best to reverse the course of events and not let constitutional amendments turn into a children’s game!
