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China's rise signals big trouble
When Chinese President Hu Jintao first came to power, he proposed the slogan “peaceful rise,” which he later on changed into “peaceful development;” for fear that no one would heed “peaceful” while focusing all attention around the word “rise.” The “peaceful development” keynote has not eliminated the international community’s vigilance about “China’s rise.” China’s rise and the potential trouble resulting from it have become a hot topic in Asia-Pacific security dialogue. 

China’s rise is no longer a mere proposition, but a reality that is currently happening. While its rise centers on the economy, it may not necessarily bring only business opportunities for the international community. China is sucking away global capital for foreign direct investment. It enjoys massive trade surpluses with the United States and the European Union. The United States and the EU are investigating Chinese textile and shoe (exports), and are both demanding export restrictions. National Tsing Hua University professor Hu An-gang emphasizes that China must march toward a “green rise,” that it must heed environmental protection, which shows that China has not only become a major consumer of energy, but also a major generator of pollution. 

Rapid military buildup triggers international concern 

But what truly triggers attention and defensive reactions is China’s rise in the military field. During the “Shangri-La Dialogue” in Singapore in early June, U.S. Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld pointed out that China’s military budget has already become the largest in Asia and the third-largest worldwide, although no other country threatens China. Rumsfeld wondered why Chinese military investment is growing. Why does China need to keep procuring large amounts of arms and expansionist weapons? Why does it keep strengthening flexible military deployment, in particular as Beijing says it wants a peaceful resolution (of the Taiwan issue), Why is it still increasing missile deployment in the direction of Taiwan? In mid-June, China test-fired the submarine-launched “Julang-2” long-range ballistic missile in the seas off Qingdao, heightening Rumsfeld’s doubts over China’s military expansion. 

But former U.S. Secretary of State Henry Kissinger clearly takes a diametrically opposite stance. Kissinger believes that the United States should not compare China with Germany of the early 20th century or make it a substitute for the former Soviet Union and use a Cold War policy of military containment. Kissinger believes that China’s military buildup does not constitute a threat and that militarism is not the Chinese style. He further pointed out that even at its highest estimate, the Chinese military spending is barely ahead of that of Japan. However, the heart of the matter is not Kissinger’s exculpation of the “Chinese threat theory,” but how the U.S. and Japan view China’s rise. 

When U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian and Pacific Affairs Christopher Hill visited Brussels in late May, he openly urged a response to the rise of China. Efforts to integrate China into global political and economic normative systems have a major impact on East Asia and have become a major topic of intensive discussions between the U.S. and its EU friends, he said. Responding to China’s rise, the U.S. Congress established a “Sino-US Working Group” in May this year, which studies China’s economic and trade relations as well as foreign policy. In June, the House of Representatives further set up the “Congressional China Caucus” that mainly monitors China’s military development. The founding of these two groups shows that within the coming decade the United States expects to deal with a stronger China. 

In early June, Japanese Defense Agency Director Yoshinori Ono declared that sea-based ballistic missile defense system jointly developed by the U.S. and Japan will enter the development stage in 2006. Japan hopes to expand the scope of this ballistic missile defense system. Japan and the U.S. also plan to conduct the first missile interception test for the sea-based “Standard Missile-3” (SM-3) interceptor in Hawaii in March 2006. After the joint statement of the U.S.-Japan “two-plus-two” meeting formulated common strategic objectives in the Asia-Pacific and the world, the U.S. and Japan will sign a “U.S.-Japan Joint Operations Plan.” These two concrete plans are intended as precaution against non-peaceful behavior by North Korea on the Korean Peninsula and its surrounding area and by China in the vicinity of the Taiwan Strait. 

The rise of China has created a new imbalance in the international power structure. China’s resurgence as a great power indeed fills the Chinese people with pride, but also generates growing hostility internationally. China’s rise offers opportunities and challenges for the international community. The U.S. and Japanese governments are very clearly making concrete preparations, engaging in contacts and taking precautions. Taiwan should do the same. Moreover, Taiwan currently faces Hu Jin-tao’s carrot-and-stick tactics, legal, media, and psychological warfare, as well as the threat that Taiwan affairs are turned into domestic affairs. China’s rise for sure poses more challenges than opportunities for Taiwan.

