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Taiwan needs an "anti-split personality law"
Recently Taiwan has been shrouded in an uneasy, restless atmosphere. Right after hundreds of thousands took to the streets to protest China’s passage of the “anti-secession law,” the Kuomintang traveled to Beijing to “surrender to the ‘communists.’” Again, not long ago, the halls of the Legislature became a place for partisan spats as lawmakers debated whether or not the Taiwan Solidarity Union should have visited Japan’s Yasukuni Shrine to pay homage to Taiwanese who died in World War II. All these events can be blamed on a collective outbreak of Taiwan’s “split personality disorder.” Behind political standpoints there exist multiple personalities that have been carved out by history. And if we look at those people, who declare where they stand, personalities, in fact, do not entirely split along ethnic lines. No matter whether people are Hoklo (Fukienese), mainlanders, Hakka, indigenous people, or new immigrants, they only need have lived on Taiwanese soil for a short time to all contract a bit of split personality/split identity syndrome. This makes the problem very complicated, but for sure also spawns a lot of creativity as to how we can find a way out. 
After the lifting of martial law (in 1987) and the change of the ruling party (from the KMT to the Democratic Progressive Party in 2000) this disease has increasingly changed from a recessive illness into a dominant one. For instance, if you ask Taiwan’s present residents where their “motherland” is, you will immediately touch the sensitive nerve of a split personality, because “Taiwan-born Japanese soldiers” for example clearly sacrificed themselves for the “country of Japan.” The people of that time, who were colonial citizens, gave their lives for the “mother-land,” regardless of whether they became soldiers out of their free will or whether they were forcibly recruited. But the nationality of the older generation has become an original sin today, their descendents are not allowed to go to worship them. How is this consistent with fairness and justice? On the other hand, during the civil war between the KMT and the communists the two sides slaughtered each other in countless numbers. After losing the war, the KMT relocated to Taiwan, granting “Republic of China” citizenship to all Taiwanese people. At that time, the signboard of the “motherland” changed to “Begonia China” including Outer Mongolia, (the “begonia represented the shape formed by the Republic of China and Outer Mongolia.) Along with the KMT education that many generations of young people received, they accepted the ruling class’ “nostalgia” for this China. If we have a bit of “empathy,” we may discover that this situation is almost identical with that of the “Kominka Movement,” when a collective “motherland” or “homeland” identity was built up outside the local population’s everyday life experience. (The Kominka campaign started with the outbreak of the Sino-Japanese war in 1937, under which the Japanese colonial government pushed Taiwan’s people to take Japanese names, speak Japanese, adopt Shinto as their religious belief, and be loyal subjects of the Japanese Emperor.) The older generation gloriously joined the military in the name of a “Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere,” while the following generation went through hell in order to “counterattack the mainland.” From the angle of “neocolonialist” deconstruction, both phenomena equally reflect their times and are equally absurd. 
Consequently, we can see identity aberrations with different time and space backgrounds, which can be compressed into the self-personality of every single person in Taiwan. The “Greater China” orientation of some people is so strong that right up to today they claim that Outer Mongolia is “our” territory. Not a few foreigners who come to Taiwan gush over the fact that the “Standard Map of the Republic of China” pasted everywhere claims that we are the the second largest country in the world and that the “People’s Republic of China” comes only in third place! Furthermore, there are some radical indigenous peoples’ organizations, which demand the establishment of “countries within the country,” arguing that if each aboriginal village declares independence, the number of Taiwan’s “diplomatic allies” could immediately increase by the dozens. Places as small as a village or as large as Begonia China can all become the “original native place” of a part of the Taiwan people. Taiwan’s diverse identities could maybe make it into the “Guinness Book of Records.” But this also means that national identity will always remain at the level of spiritual consciousness, tilting toward a spiritualist direction, unable to solidly land on “real” land. 
It appears as if Taiwan needs to formulate an “anti-split personality law,” which would require just three articles: Article 1: This law was formulated to foster the physical and mental health and unified personality of all people in Taiwan. Article 2: This law strictly prohibits any ‘non-peaceful means’ to suppress individual personalities, but it allows conducting personality integration in the following ways: (1) the individual should rebuild a complete autobiographical experience and recover the historic truth in order to eliminate his subconscious trauma complex. (2) All walks of society should use communication and discussions in an “ideal speech situation” to mutually understand other persons’ different interpretations and feelings about history. (3) The government should establish a “National Identity Unification Council,” which provides free psychiatric counseling to people who display clear symptoms of a split personality to improve their “out of touch with reality” cognition and behavior patterns. Article 3: This law will become law through a referendum. The same applies to amendments. 
China’s formulation of an “anti-secession law” actually means that it has recognized the reality of a split across the Taiwan Strait. Moreover, Taiwan domestically faces all kinds of accusations of people being “Taiwan traitors” (Why is it no longer Chinese traitor?) or “selling out Taiwan” (Why are they not selling out other countries?), which certainly also shows that a “unified” possibility has been found amid a state of split identities. One day, Taiwan’s people will develop a “collective consciousness” that builds on “reality” and clearly acknowledges that there is no outside “homeland,” but that the so-called “homeland” is Taiwan itself. With that, this kind of split personality can be healed without medication. The only thing is that it will depend on the enforcement record of the “anti-split personality law” as to how much longer the current “karmic obstacles” will continue!
