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Death Trap of Brave New World?—The Riddle of China’s Healthcare

When James T.C. Chen, son of KMT elder Chen Li-fu and chairman of the Lifu Medical Research Foundation, died after surgery in Beijing, his family angrily attacked China's healthcare. A news headline ran "Member of Long-Living Family Blunders into City of Death,' shocking and horrifying the public.

   According to his family, James Chen was in Beijing on an inspection tour when he became unwell with flu. When he went to hospital for a checkup he was found to have a liver tumor. He received surgery at the famous, top-grade Sino-Japanese Friendship Hospital in Beijing. Unfortunately there were complications after surgery and he was rushed to the Military Police Hospital for a liver transplant. In the end, he nonetheless passed away due to multiple organ failure. He passed from apparent normal health to death in less than a month.

   It is a situation reminiscent of the Japanese novel The large White Tower, in which the leading doctor is proud of his brilliant medical skills, but through pride and neglect fails to thoroughly check on a patient and take preventive action against complications before an operation. After the operation, he does not carry out emergency remedial measures, leading to the wrongful death of the patient. The only difference is that unlike the patient in the book the family of James Chen is illustrious and has deep connections with the Chinese medical world. When you think that he was referred to the hospital by eminent doctors, what happened is even more disturbing.

   Confronted with this news, perhaps some people will be surprised and wonder whether it is a major risk to hand over one's health to doctors who are unfamiliar with one's personal medical condition while traveling in China. But on the other hand there is the case of Hong Kong Phoenix TV anchorwoman Tanya Liu, who received serious head injuries in a British train crash. Combined Western and Chinese treatment by Beijing doctors snatched her from the jaws of death, inspiring confidence in China's healthcare in many quarters, and a major increase in people going there to treat problematic illnesses. Perhaps this was a factor in James Chen's willingness to undergo surgery in Beijing.

   Actually, the excellence of China's medical skills, healthcare techniques and research base are not in direct proportion to the survival rate of patients. On the contrary, the crucial success factor is always whether medical staff treasure every life they handle, and whether they see the sick as their own kin. And these issues are related to the culture and values of the entire society.

   This issue's cover story is precisely about China's current situation: "good hardware, faulty software"--or "good medical skills, poor service.' In many places, the sumptuous standard of China's new-style, top-grade hospitals leaves people speechless. But the service spirit and hospital management abilities are unable to keep pace with the booming economy.

   For the sake of the tens of thousands of Taiwanese businesspeople and their families, not to mention the massive market of China's 1.3 billion population, over the past five years Taiwanese healthcare has joined the migration of traditional industries, electronics and food and drink into China, become the flag bearer of a new wave of industries "going west.' Even electronics giant BenQ has its sights set on a major slice of this new market.

   For this cover story, Sinorama deputy editor-in-chief Teng Sue-feng and photographic director Jimmy Lin report from Shanghai, bringing readers a first-hand view of the current healthcare situation for Taiwanese businesspeople in China. For those who are holding back on going to China for study or work for fear of backward healthcare, this can serve as a fairly detailed background sketch for consideration.

   This issue also contains a report on abused children: "Victims must necessarily have their bad sides, perpetrators must have their pitiful sides." While child abusers are regarded as inhuman, we have chosen to look at the question from the position of helping high-risk families, taking a fresh view on dysfunctional families and parents, in the hope that society can pull together and end these children's hidden tears.

   With the approach of winter, the dark specter of avian influenza has enveloped the entire globe. While the nightmare has yet to materialize, millions of domestic fowl suspected of being infected have been slaughtered and destroyed. From mad cow disease to foot and mouth and now bird flu, in recent years, scenes of such large-scale slaughters have played out time and again. As important as disease prevention undoubtedly is, can it be that the task of preserving human life can only be achieved at the expense of innocent animals? Life will always be full of moral struggles and hard dilemmas. In facing this issue, there is evidently much we should think long and hard about.
